The Ohio Hanging Rock Preserve

Expanding the Ohio Hanging Rock Preserve
Creating a 750 acre preserve in Scioto County.
It was a rare opportunity for the Arc of Appalachia
to purchase the first 600 acres of the Ohio Hanging
Rock Preserve. It was a miracle that a second 150
acre tract, lying on the northwest end of the property
would come up for sale just one year later. And it was
only because of the generous bargain sales offered
by both sellers and already awarded grants from
Clean Ohio that creating a preserve of this scale is
even possible.
A High Quality Natural Area. The rich and
diverse plant communities of Ohio Hanging Rock
share characteristics with both Shawnee State Forest
and Wayne National Forest, not surprisingly since
geographically Ohio Hanging Rock lies between the
two. The wealth of waterways (eight miles in total)
in the Hanging Rock region combined with its highly
dissected topography produces a rich density of
sheltered ravines. The ravines are ideal habitat for
ephemerals, which carpet the lower elevations each
spring. Especially abundant are Star Chickweed,
Hepatica, Jack–in-the-Pulpit, Dwarf Crested Iris,
Trillium grandiflorum, Trillium erectum, Wild Oats

(Bellwort), Foamflower, Long-spurred Violet and
Bluebells. Less abundant flowering plants, but more
noteworthy, are mountain laurel, showy orchis,
pink lady’s slipper, Cornel Leaved Aster (previously
state listed), Hartey’s Club Moss, and Northern Rose
Azalea. State listed species include Yellow Crownbeard, Small-flowered Alum-root, Feather-bells, and
Southern Red Oak.
Impressive Rock Formations. In the upper
elevations of the hillsides a bed of sandstone blocks
jut out above the steep ravines. The bedrock has
weathered into a sentinel of massive boulders of
varying large sizes, covered with lichens and ferns.
Proposed Acquisition. This 147-acre acquisition
presents an opportunity to significantly expand the
contiguous forest preserve from 600 acres to 747
acres, and expand protection for the rich biodiversity
of the Ohio’s southern Appalachian Front. The
expansion property is completely covered in middleaged oak-hickory and mixed-mesophytic forests.
Like the first tract, with its twisting ridgelines and
isolated hilltop knobs, the proposed acquisition is

rich in spring wildflowers and the overall botanical
diversity is equally impressive. The tract also has
rich water resources with several miles of protected
creeks and streams. The property is dominated by
Emmet Hollow, a ravine which flows into Frederick
Creek, and from Frederick Creek into the Little Scioto
River. The tract is completely forested except for an
interesting one acre prairie opening.
The Arc’s Plan. The Arc plans to begin developing
a trail system in the preserve that will be open to
the public sunrise to sunset each day. Volunteers
interested in helping to build and maintain the
preserve’s trails are needed! If you are interested in
serving on the Ohio Hanging Rock trail committee,
please email services@arcofappalachia.org for more
information.

