#3 DONATION: Scioto River Corridor
Connecting Two Earthworks in Chillicothe; 40 acres; value: $120,000
The greatest wealth protected by the new preserve is
what lies beneath the surface. The Scioto River is a major
water feature in Ohio. Dissecting the middle of our state and
ending at its confluence at Portsmouth after a run of 231
miles, it includes the longest reach of unimpounded water
in the state (129 miles). Serving as the major artery for
Ohio’s central farmlands and the dense population centers
of Columbus, Chillicothe and Circleville, it is estimated that
the Scioto River was severely polluted for at least 150 years.
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Even as long ago as 1897, the Scioto was so polluted
downstream of Columbus that investigators could only
document a few species of fish. The matters only worsened
over time, peaking in the 1960’s.

The Arc of Appalachia has been the recipient of a
generous donation of a 39-acre tract of land by Shelly
Materials and its subsidiary, Chillicothe Sand and Gravel.
The gift is composed of 1.5 miles of riparian forest corridor
on the Scioto River, located just north of Chillicothe.

Since that 1970’s, however, the recovery of the Scioto
has been nothing short of phenomenal, largely to the
credit of the Clean Water Act of 1972 and other water
protection regulations that followed. With EPA receiving so
much criticism lately, it is important to note that although
it is expensive for cities and businesses to meet compliance
standards of environmental laws, the laws work. They
really work.

The property serves to connect two National Park
earthwork sites: Mound City Group on the west side of the
Scioto and Hopeton Earthworks on the east. The tract is
covered with riparian floodplain forest, sheltering trees up
to 50-60 years old. Bird migration along the Scioto corridor
is a major natural spectacle in the spring and autumn.
These are times when the sycamores, box elders and silver
maples rustle with mixed-species flocks of warblers, vireos,
and other migrating birds. The Arc intends to turn over
management of this site to Hopewell Culture National
Historical Park, who have longterm plans for a hiking trail.

Today the Scioto River is no longer crested with foam
as it was 50 years ago. Instead, the Scioto River today
supports one of the richest fish assemblages of any river in
Ohio, currently estimated at 108 species.
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Tippecanoe Darter. This gorgeous gem of a darter is the
smallest known darter, averaging only 1.3 inches long.
Darters are endemic to North America, and thankfully, the
Tippecanoe is making a comeback on its big river home
in the Scioto and Ohio Rivers, as evidenced by the orange
dots in the map below. Tippecanoes have been found just
south of Hopeton, and are protected by this new preserve.

Ouachita Map Turtle. This small section of the Scioto
River in the Hopeton region is the only place in Ohio that
this turtle species can be found. It is listed in Ohio as a
species of concern. Source: Cougar Hunta Map: Lokal Profil - Own

Source: www.researchgate.net/figure/Distribution-of-Tippecanoe-Darter-inthe-upper-Ohio-River-system-in-Ohio-and-Pennsylvania_fig2_318093055

work, CC BY-SA 3.0
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The Scioto River and its tributary Paint Creek (to which
the Sanctuary’s Rocky Fork Creek feeds)was once so rich
in wildlife that it was able to nourish the great mound
building cultures of Ohio. Of the 36 large complexes of
symmetrical walls, mounds, and walled promenades built
by the Hopewell Culture, roughly 2000 years ago, the vast
majority of them were erected on the banks of Paint Creek
and the Scioto. That wasn’t an accident. Both Hopeton and
Mound City Group Earthworks are part of the submission
expected to receive World Heritage designation. This new
preserve will help buffer two world-significant sites!
Rare species in the Hopeton section of the Scioto include
the endangered Fawnsfoot mussel, Fanshell mussel, and
River Redhorse (a fish species).
The lower Scioto, south of Circleville, is a conservation
priority still waiting to happen. Because the large flat
floodplain’s soils of the Scioto, are so rich, nearly 100% of
the floodplain is treeless, its natural communities vanished.
Thus, even the narrow forest corridor of this recent gift is
an important landmark for returning riparian forest to the
Great Scioto River, and helping to bring back at least a
fraction of the bounty of wildlife that has historically been
the Scioto River’s legacy.

13-lined Ground Squirrel. The earthworks, golf courses, and
mowed penitentiary lands in the Chillicothe region are one
of the last holdouts for this mid-western prairie rodent. Like
a little prairie dog, the little one in the photo above is dutifully
standing guard. He will alarm his brethren if there is a reason
for them to run to the cover of their burrows.
Source: Jim McCormac, https://jimmccormac.blogspot.com/2009/04/thirteenlined-ground-squirrel.html
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